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Section 3. Terms of senators and representatives.

(1) Senators shall be elected for the term of four years and representatives for the term of two
years.

(2) In order to broaden the opportunities for public service and to assure that the general
assembly is representative of Colorado citizens, no senator shall serve more than two consecutive
terms in the senate, and no representative shall serve more than four consecutive terms in the
house of representatives. This limitation on the number of terms shall apply to terms of office
beginning on or after January 1, 1991. Any person appointed or elected to fill a vacancy in the
general assembly and who serves at least one-half of a term of office shall be considered to have
served a term in that office for purposes of this subsection (2). Terms are considered consecutive
unless they are at least four years apart.

Source: Entire article added, effective August 1, 1876, see L. 1877, p. 38. L. 74: Entire section
amended, p. 448, effective January 1, 1975. Initiated 90: Entire section amended, effective upon
proclamation of the Governor, L. 91, p. 2035, January 3, 1991.

Editor's note: The Governor's proclamation date in 1974 was December 20, 1974.

ANNOTATIONS

Law reviews. For article, "Colorado Constitutional Amendments: An Analysis", see 3 Den. B. Ass'n
Rec. 4 (Nov. 1926). For article, "The Desirability of Change in Colorado's Legislative Organization and
Procedure", see 23 Dicta 119 (1946). For article, "The Constitutionality of Term Limitation", see 19 Colo.
Law. 2193 (1990).

Applied in Armstrong v. Mitten, 95 Colo. 425, 37 P.2d 757 (1934); Lucas v. Forty-Fourth Gen. Ass'y,
377 U.S. 713 (1964); Kallenberger v. Buchanan, 649 P.2d 314 (Colo. 1982).


